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Presidentôs Message 

I have been trying to think of something to say here 
that will be of interest and relevant, so here goes. 
 
Finance 
Over the last couple of years finance for our Sydney 
chapter has been tight and we have had to make some 
changes to balance the books, whilst continuing to 
provide services to members.  One successful initiative 
is the One Day Summit - this has been a resounding 
success in providing an action packed full day of 
thought provoking presentations.  The next One Day 
Summit is Tuesday 26th October 2010 at the Hilton 
Sydney.  Refer to our website for the program and full 
list of speakers.  We will continue to offer this to 
members at well below market price. 
 
As part of the evaluation of chapter financial health we 
will increase local member fees by USD5 per annum, 
effective 2011.  This is the first increase in local fees 
for nearly a decade, and the decision has not been 
taken lightly.  We are also looking at increasing income 
over the next year from sponsorship, and if successful, 
we will consider reversing this increase for 2012. 
 
Sydney Chapter Auditor 
One of the expense items that has increased 
significantly over the last few years is our annual audit 
costs.  In the past this service has been provided free 
to the chapter as a donation, or on a discounted basis.  
If any member reading this is able to help us reduce 
costs in this area, without affecting quality, please get 
in touch with us. 
 
Professional Development 
We have had a fantastic line up of professional 
development sessions so far this year, and more 
planned for the remainder of the year.  Whether you 
are coming to liaise with your colleagues, hear the 
speakers, or just for a free lunch, please take the 
opportunity to introduce yourself to the board - we will 
all be wearing our ISACA Sydney Chapter name tags. 
 
Oceania CACS 
Oceania CACS is the one conference I try not to miss.  
Although, I have not attended any CACS outside 
Oceania, from what I hear from colleagues who have, 
we are at the top of the world when it comes putting 
together excellent speakers and seamless 
organisation of these events.  If you are thinking about 
attending CACS 2010 in Melbourne, take the plunge 
now as the early bird rate has been extended to 
Monday 5th July 2010. 
 

Company Secretary 
 
Lastly, I would like to acknowledge the short, but 
productive time Tim Chen has spent on our board as 
Secretary.  Tim has had to step down due to personal 
reasons, however, has achieved a lot in the short few 
months.  I hope to see Tim back on the board in the 
future.  Duncan Auty has agreed to take over the 
reigns from Tim as Secretary at short notice (thanks 
Duncan)!, and so far is doing an admirable job. 
 
Lastly, I encourage you all to contact me or any 
member of the board if you have any questions, or 
suggestions, including praise or criticism. 
 
Mike Thompson,  
President, ISACA Sydney Chapter  
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Annual General Meeting  
The Sydney Chapter of ISACA held its Annual General 
Meeting on 14 April 2010.  The meeting was chaired 
by Garry Barnes, Sydney Chapter President.  Garry 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нллф ȅŜŀǊ 
and noted two significant milestones: 
 
¶ Just prior to the AGM, the Chapter membership 

passed the 1000 member mark for the first time. 

¶ The retirement of Johan Pelser from the Board 

after having served for 9 years as Professional 

Development Director, Vice President, President, 

Immediate Past President and Secretary. 

Garry also acknowledged the contributions of the 
following people, who were also retiring from their 
Chapter positions: 
¶ Danny Ng ς Chapter Board since 2005 

¶ John Ferguson ς Chapter Board since 2008 

¶ Daniel Rosa ς Chapter Board since 2008 

¶ Sudarshan Mandyam ς Chapter Board since 2008 

¶ Rodd Hamilton ς Chapter Board since 2008 

¶ Eric Leo ς Chapter Board since 2008 

¶ Gladys Rouissi ς Editor SCAN since 2007 

Other Chapter highlights for the year included: 
¶ Positive cash flow during tough economic times 
¶ Two successful One Day Summits 
¶ Thriving in Tough Economic Times, March 

31st 2009 
¶ Staying Competitive, October 22nd 2009  

¶ Positive feedback on the excellence of our 
Professional Development program 

¶ Continuation of our academic relationships 
through 

¶ NSW University Award 
¶ Sydney University BISA mentoring 
¶ Continued streamlining and enhancement of our 

fortnightly communications 
¶ Enhanced risk management at Board level 
¶ Contribution to Australasian Council of Security 

Professionals 
 
Garry thanked the numerous sponsors, presenters 
and Board employers for their support during 2009. 
 
Danny Ng, Chapter Treasurer, gave a financial report 
and mentioned that the Chapter had weathered the 
financial circumstances and delivered a modest profit 
of $5697 for the year. 

 
During the AGM the current Board was dismissed and 
a new Board of Directors appointed. These are: 
¶ Mike Thompson, Chapter President 

¶ David Roche, Vice President and CGEIT 

Coordinator 

¶ Garry Barnes, Treasurer and Immediate Past 

President 

¶ Tim Chen*, Secretary 

¶ Carmen Hawkins, Director, Marketing and 

Professional Development 

¶ Gurvinder Pal Singh, Director, CISA Coordinator 

¶ Derek Matthews, Director, CISM Coordinator 

¶ Barry Munns, Director, Membership  

¶ Duncan Auty, Director 

Garry wished them well during their tenure, and 

closed the AGM. The AGM was then followed by a 

briefing on Local & Global Data Privacy Trends & 

Issues, presented by Michael Dowling from  

Accenture. 

(*unfortunately Tim has had to resign from the Board due 

to personal reasonsτDuncan Auty took over as Secretary 

on 8 June 2010) 

Garry Barnes presents Johan Pelser with a 
gift and certificate in appreciation for his 
services to ISACA Sydney Chapter 
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ISACA International Conference, Cancun Mexico  
7th-9th June 2010  

Report by Garry Barnes, Immediate Past President & Treasurer  

L ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ L{!/!Ωǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
held at Cancun, Mexico. It was a great event and 
attended by over 250 delegates from 41 countries.  
Presenters also came from all parts of the world and 
covered a wide range of topics. 
 
My favourite sessions included a fabulous Keynote 
presentation by Carlos Muriel, CEO ING, Latin America, a 
great presentation by our own Ken Doughty (you may 
have seen his abridged version of this presentation in 
May at our Chapter PD event), an engaging session by 
Brian Barnier which provided insight into the utility and 
value of Risk IT and a lively session by Gustavo Solis of 
aŜȄƛŎƻ ƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ όLΩƭƭ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 
translator for this session and, even though I listened to 
this in Spanish, it made perfect sense even with my 
limited grasp of the language!). Sessions covered ethics, 
risk, cloud computing, strategy, business continuity, 
assurance and legal issues. 
 
As with all ISACA conferences, the networking and social events provided a great opportunity to mix with other 
delegates, vendors and ISACA staff.  The global family of ISACA is amazing, and it was great to meet up with 
acquaintances I had met in 2008 in a Global Leadership Conference in Toronto.  There were also some 
άƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘŜƭƛŎŀŎƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ȊǳŎŎƘƛƴƛ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƻǊǘƛƭƭŀΣ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ǘŀƳŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻƛƭŜŘ ŎŀŎǘǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǘƻǊǘƛƭƭŀ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƳŀƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ΧΣ ŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎŀǊƛǘŀǎΦ 
 
We were also treated to a memorable Conference dinner at Xcaret.  With over 260 costumed performers, the 
·ŎŀǊŜǘ άaŜȄƛŎƻ 9ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊέ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ 
aŀȅŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ōŀƭƭ ƎŀƳŜǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tƻƪ ǘŀΩ ǇƻƪΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊǳōōŜǊ ōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ¦ŀǊƘǳƪǳŀΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōŀƭƭΗΗύΣ ǇŀǇŀƴǘƛŀ ŦƭȅŜǊǎ όάōƛǊŘ ƳŜƴέύΣ ŦƛŜǎǘŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǇŜ ǘǊƛŎƪǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 
ǎƘƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ  

Ken Doughty presented his KRI paper to over 80 delegates 

One of the many colourful parades during the Xcaret 
άaŜȄƛŎƻ 9ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊέ 

The finale at Xcaret 

http://www.xcaret.com/

